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Ocean & Society Survey
Co-design process 

The OSS is the culmination of 18 months of
collaboration by an international and multi-
sectoral team of researchers and partners
from the Global North and South. Its
primary objective is to better understand
and utilize public insights about people-
ocean connections, specifically on how we
understand, value, and/or engage with the
ocean, to help inform people-centred and
solution-focused ocean campaigns,
engagement initiatives, decision-making,
and investments.

To achieve this objective, 20 standardized
questions focus on connections with the
ocean related to emotions, lifestyle choices,
willingness to change habits and
behaviours, awareness of ocean benefits,
access to the ocean, sources of information
about the ocean, perceived ocean threats
and concerns, and place-based
perspectives on personal and collective
actions and solutions.

Rationale & objectives
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Co-development of a robust tool

 Identifying arising themes in question sets1.

The OSS arose from the efforts of a co-design team of ocean literacy researchers and
strategic ocean communicators from North America, South America, and Europe. Its
development built upon three existing, validated national ocean literacy surveys:
Canadian Ocean Literacy Survey  (Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition, 2020)
United Kingdom Ocean Literacy Survey (Department for Environment, Food & Rural
Affairs and Ocean Conservation Trust, 2022)
Brazil Ocean Literacy Survey (Instituto do Mar–Universidade Federal de São Paulo and
Fundação Grupo Boticário, 2022)

The comparative analysis of these 3 national surveys informed the OSS, importantly reflecting
the ways ocean literacy includes and values diverse ocean perspectives: Canada's survey
examined ocean perceptions and values through place-based perspectives and multiple
ways of knowing, the UK's survey focused on the measurement of key ocean literacy
dimensions, and Brazil's survey focused on ocean culture and communication. 

The selection of core OSS questions was guided by a public ocean perceptions comparative
analysis study by the Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition in 2022 (McRuer & Glithero, 2025),
and involved the following three stages:

Ocean Connection Reciprocal influences (actual or perceived) between people and the ocean; or
references to the physical, emotional, spiritual relationship(s) with the ocean

Ocean Health Perceptions of ocean health, its importance to daily lives, ocean health priorities,
and objectives

Ocean Protection Ocean protection awareness, priorities, strategies, and leadership

Ocean Th reats Awareness and concerns related to ocean threats (actual or perceived)

Ocean Values Ocean values related to daily lives, resources, protection, economics, governance

Knowledge/Awarene ss Understanding of the ocean and how information is sourced, taken up, and shared

Blue Econom y Perceptions and understanding related to ocean-based economic activities,
assets, growth, and services

Governance Perceptions related to processes of enforcement/modification related to ocean
and coastal activities, health, and protection

Ocean Influences &
Solutions Actions, influences, and innovation to support a healthy ocean
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https://cdn.colcoalition.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COLSurvey-Highlights-Report-FINAL-1.pdf?_ga=2.4454897.377176527.1699285432-1406251639.1681475950&_gl=1*1wgcg99*_ga*MTQwNjI1MTYzOS4xNjgxNDc1OTUw*_ga_LBHSKJ0FYE*MTY5OTMwMjc5OS4yMDEuMS4xNjk5MzAyOTU3LjUyLjAuMA
https://cdn.colcoalition.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COLSurvey-Highlights-Report-FINAL-1.pdf?_ga=2.4454897.377176527.1699285432-1406251639.1681475950&_gl=1*1wgcg99*_ga*MTQwNjI1MTYzOS4xNjgxNDc1OTUw*_ga_LBHSKJ0FYE*MTY5OTMwMjc5OS4yMDEuMS4xNjk5MzAyOTU3LjUyLjAuMA
https://oceanconservationtrust.org/ocean-literacy-survey-results-2022/#:~:text=Ocean%20Literacy%20is%20an%20understanding,the%20future%20of%20our%20Ocean.
https://www.fundacaogrupoboticario.org.br/en/Biblioteca/an_ocean_without_mysteries.pdf
https://colcoalition.ca/projects/public-perceptions-research/
https://colcoalition.ca/projects/public-perceptions-research/
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2. Assigning ocean literacy dimension(s) to each question. Adapted from McKinley
et al., 2023.

3. Assessing question alignment with indicators of change(s) over time. Adapted
from Hattam et al., 2015.

Measurability Will data result in something that can be measured?

Sensitivity Can data reflect change over time?

Specificity Is the change resulting from a response to a particular ocean literacy dimension or
specific to a particular topic?

Scalability Is the data adaptive to different scales?

Transferability Is the question applicable across regions?

Policy Relevance Is the resultant data impactful for policy?

Activism

Behaviour

Awareness

Attitudes

Emoceans

Knowledge
Access &

Experience

Adaptive
Capacity

Trust &
Transparency

Communication

Ocean Literacy 
Dimensions
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Multiple rounds of revisions by the OSS team determined 64 potential questions relevant
to a wide range of audiences and contexts. Review processes involved 30 additional
collaborators before a pilot stage in Canada (June-August 2024) served to test the
questions, platform, and design prior to international uptake and use. In particular, the pilot
stage helped with data cleaning and quality checks, and provided insight on metrics of
survey fatigue, language uncertainty, inconsistent responses, lack of attention, and time to
completion. Following review and pilot stages, the potential set of 64 questions was
refined to 20 core, standardized questions (in addition to 9 demographic questions)
primarily consisting of open, ranking, likert, multiple select, and single select formats. (N.B.
to aid in inclusivity and accessibility on a global scale, the core set can be augmented to
afford context-specific, place-based, and culturally appropriate questions - see section on
OSS contextualization).
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